


W A T E R A T L A S
Fe a t u r e s

2: MAIN WATER ATLAS AREAS
The Water Atlas contains four distinct areas of 
functionality: The Atlas, Research, Management, and 
Education. Some Atlas Programs have an additional 
section for News & Events.

The Atlas
This is the heart of the website. Through easy-to-use 
navigation options and search tools, including an 
interactive mapping interface, the user has access 
to the most up-to-date, accurate and defined water 
resource data available – even down to the individual 
water resource level.

Research
This section is geared towards water 
resource professionals. Here, the user has 
easy access to metadata, downloadable 
data, customized graphs, and a library of 
research related documents.

Management
The Management section contains 
resources such as management plans, 
technical manuals, and BMP documents.

Education
This section is a library of web and PDF 
documents geared towards citizens in 
order to help them learn more about area 
water resources. All Water Atlas web-
sites will contain lesson plans that meet 
Florida’s Sunshine State Standards for 
education and are designed specifically 
for use with the Atlas data.

5: FEATURES FOR THE WATER RESOURCE PROFESSIONAL
Advanced Graphing
An Advanced Graphing Tool allows the user to chose specific water resources, datas-
ets and sample locations to create customized graphs.

Data Download
The Data Download Tool allows the user to download customized datasets to their 
computer as either a Microsoft Excel file or a text file.  

Other features for professionals include access to metadata, research and man-
agement based libraries, and a secure web-based interface for managing the 
data presented on the Atlas.

3: NAVIGATING THE ATLAS
Finding an Individual
Water Resource
Through the use of search tools, lists 
of named water resources, and online 
map navigation, the user can easily pinpoint the wa-
ter resource they are interested in viewing. 

Interactive Mapping
The mapping interface allows the user to turn on mul-
tiple layers such as FEMA flood zones, land use and 
aerial photography. Once a series of layers is select-
ed, the user can access data on individual sampling 
locations and print customized map layouts. 

Finding the Data
At the individual water resource level, the 
data have been divided into sections, mak-
ing it easy for the user to find the informa-
tion they need. For most Atlas sites, the 
data are divided into the following areas: 
General Information, Water Quality, Hydrol-
ogy, People & Recreation, and Photos.

4: FEATURES FOR THE CITIZEN
Context Specific Help
All of the data components on the individual water 
resource data pages are accompanied by explana-
tory text that helps the user understand what the 
data mean.

Online Communication Tools
Through the use of online forms, the user can com-
municate with the scientists behind the data and 
the developers behind the Water Atlas. These forms 
provide the user with a link to information about 
volunteering, report illegal dumping, and more.

Other citizen-based features include a photo 
library, educational library and oral history 
documents.

1: ENTERING THE WATER ATLAS
A custom home page 
allows each agency to 
keep its individual identity 
while remaining consistent 
with the other Water Atlas 
websites. This home page 
also briefly describes the 
site and divides it into its 
four main content areas. The 
Atlas interface was designed 
with input from user-testing 
and surveys conducted on 
a large stakeholder group 
including the public.
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